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Mr. Whitefield's Spirit, &c. 


R. Yhitefield's fourth Journal, 
during the time be was detained 

in England by the Embargo, 
had been ſome time publiſhed 
before it fell into my Hands. 


And even after I had finiſhed 


theſe Remarks tpon it, I laid them aſide, 


without ſhewing them to any one, as hoping, 
that in the Abſence of that Gentleman, Peo- 
le would return to their right Mind, and 
take themſelves, each one, to his proper 
Buſineſs. : | 
In this Purpoſe I continued till I ſaw in 
the News-Papers, ſome time ago, certain ex- 
travagant Letters of that Gentleman's, which 
put me afreſh upon peruſing theſe Papers, 
and preparing them for the Preſs. 
One may obſerve, in the common Courſe of 
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this World, Prophaneneſs and Superſtition, - 
Impiety and Enthufi zaſm, alternately appearing 


in their ſucceſſive Seaſons, and preparing the- 


Way, one for the other. For while Multi- 
tudes, even of thoſe of the baſer Sort, have 
learned, from certain late impious Writers, to 
treat the Criſtian Religion, and the divine 
Author of it, with amazing Inſolence and 
Reproach ; others of them, ſhocked with: 
this Licence and Outrage, have flown off into 
the contrary Extream of Enthuſiaſm, which, 
when once it takes Poſſeſſion of a People, no 
one can certainly ſay on what raſh Attempts 


it may drive them, or in how great Revolu- 


tions and Calamities it may end. 
Tk Perſon on whoſe Fournal we are pro- 


ceeding to remark, and they who are aſſo- 


ciated with him, have taken to themſelves the 
Name of Methodiſts; a Name which, I pre- 
ſume, they did not obſerve to be ſtigmatiſed 
and branded in Scripture as Evil: The Holy 
Spirit of God, by a cautionary Intimation, 
thus putting us upon our Guard againſt the 
Arts and Devices of thoſe who bear it. 

TuE Word is only twice uſed throughout 
the * New Teſtament. In the firſt of thoſe 
Texts the Word Mebodeiz, or Methodiſm, is 
tranſlated Hing in wait, or watching to take 
an Advantage of any one: And in the other 
it is rendered by the Word Files or Strata- 


gems : And in both Places denotes that cun- 


ning 


See E phefia ans iv. 14, and vi. 11. in the Originals. 
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ning Craftineſs, whereby evil Men, or evil 
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Spirits, ye in wait to deceive. 

I wouLp lay no farther Streſs on this Re- 
mark, than only to intimate to theſe Gentle- 
men and their Followers, that, ina blind and 
over-haſty Zeal, they have unfortunately ſtum- 
bled even at the Threſhold ; and inſtead of 
contenting themſelves with being cailed by 
the general Name of Chriſtians, have taken 


an Appellation, perhaps thro' a judicial Inad- 


vertence or Infatuation, which the Spirit of 
God has peculiarly appropriated to the Ad- 


verſary of Mankind, and to thoſe who are 


leagued with him in Enmity to the Intereſts of 


| Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 


Bur it is not ſo much the Name as the 
Conduct of theſe Gentlemen, on which 1 
would remark. They evidently appear to 
have copied exactly from the Mendicant Or- 
ders of the Romiſb Church: For thoſe Men 
on their firſt ſetting out into the World, about 
the 13th Century, immediately exerted all 
their Rage on the ſecular Clergy, who indeed, 
in no one Age of Chriſtianity, not excepting 


even that of the Apoſtles: themſelves, have 


ever been abſolutely faultleſs : They accuſed 
them, as Mr. Whitefield does the preſent 
Clergy, of famiſbing the Souls of Men; cal- 


ling them dumb Dogs, and curſed Hirelings : 


They broke in every where upon the Paro- 
chial Miniſters ; withdrew the common Peo- 
le from their Communion, and would ſcarce 
allow the Hope of Salvation to any but hoſe 
of their own Party. 5 
J wiLL not ſtop to draw and enforce the 
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Parallel between them and theſe preſent De- 
claimers againſt our Clergy ; only let it be 
obſerved by the way, that there is not per- 
haps a Subject on which a Man is ſurer of 
being heard with Favour, and indeed with 
Prejudice, than in declaiming againſt the pre- 
tended Corruptions of a National Church, 
and a Legal Miniſtry 3 and no Point in which 6 
Men are ſecurer of Support from every Quar 7 
ter: Atheiſts, Deiſts, Quakers, and Socinians s 
thoſe of every Name and Scct in Religion, 
will be zealous in the Maintenance of ſo popu- 
lar a Cauſe. | ERR 

In the mean time, tho? Enthuſiaſm be an 
Extream leſs odious and criminal than Pro- 2 
phaneneſs, it may poſſibly not be leſs fatal to ep 
the Safety and Peace of the Nation, than hat N 

Immoralit) from which we happily ſeem to 
be recovering. 
Tus bad Conſequence is ſo much the more 
to be feared, as there are now many thouſands 
of People in England, who are evidently un- 
der the Influence of a Gentleman, who, I am 
abſolutely perſuaded, is not actuated by a 
right Spirit; nor is really that ſort of Perſon, 
858 perhaps he verily believes himſelf to 
g. 

THX1s I preſume I ſhall be able to make 
good of Mr. H/hitefield, paſt all Contradic- 
tion, from the fourth Journal publiſhed by 

_ that Gentleman. Z 

In the mean while I think it proper to be 
obſerved, that as the ſame kind of Spirit, and 
many of the ſame exceptionable Expreſſions, 
occur in 2/15, as there did in the former ] . y 

| nals; 1 
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nals; ſo the Biſhop of London's Paſtoral 
Letter, which is wrote in the true Chriſtian. 
Spirit, and with the exacteſt Judgment and 
Good Senſe, is a perfect, tho? ſhort Anſwer to 
the Journal before us, and to every thing 
which probably will be publiſhed by this 
Gentleman, who always writes in the ſame 
Sgirit. | 

TRE Articles then, which fill up the Jour- 
nal now under Examination, are much the 
ſame, except as to Difference of Time and 
Place, with thoſe that the Biſhop has remarked 
upon in the three that were publiſhed ſome 


i time ago. | 

1 75 ONLY it will be obſerved by every Rea- 
„ der, that the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, as is the 
pO Nature of it, grows ſtronger and ſtronger 


upon Mr, Mbiteſield. He is more poſitive, 
more contemptuous, and fierce in his Expreſ- 
ſions than heretofore: More aſſuming and 
bold in applying to himſelf what can never 
belong to any one but the Son of God: And 
his Cenſures of Perſons civil and ſacred, who 
do not confeſs and own him, as he daringly 
expreſſes it, are opprobrious and unchriſtian 
in . higher Degree than in the former Jour- 
nals. . 
2 As Mr. Whitefield makes it an indiſpen- 
1 ſible Duty in the People of England to join 
with him in Religious Ordinances; to ow 
His Miniſtry, and to learn from him the Ways 
of Salvation, by telling them that their 0ſt 
learned Rabbies (as he reſpefully ſtiles the 
principal Clergy of the Church of Eugland) 
entirely interpret away the Meaning of all the 


Doctrines 
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DeFrines of the Spirit, fo as to make Regene- 
ration conſiſt only in a Deftre- and good Diſpo- 
fition to do the Will of God; or, in other- 
Words, in an outward Decency of Life, and 
. @ Morality falſly ſo called; (every Part of 
which Charge is abſolutely falſe, as it is 
likewiſe unſupported . by any Pretence of 
Proof) ſo the ſingle Point which I propoſe 
to conſider in theſe Papers is, Whether this 
Gentleman does really ſhew forth the Fruits 
of the Spirit in Humility, in Gentleneſs, in 
Meekneſs, and Charity ; and whether he has 
the Gifts of the Spirit in Wiſdom, and in a 
ſound Mind, ſo as to warrant the People in 
owning his Miniſtry, in oppoſition to hat of 
the eſtabliſhed Clergy, under - whom God's 
Providence has placed them. 5 

Bor if, inſtead of teaching them the way 
of God more perfectly, he himſelf ſhall appear, 
from his own Words, to be ignorant of, and 
defective in a high Degree in moſt of thoſe 
Graces of the Spirit, by which God. knoweth 
and diſtinguiſheth them that are his; if there 
fhall be found in his Writings little of that 
Lowlineſs and Poverty of Spirit, which are the 
proper Evidences of Regeneration and the New 
Birth; then will it behove every one in his Sta- 
tion, to take heed left any Man deceive him with 
vain Words, becauſe there ſhall, from time to 
time, be falſe Prophets or Preachers, as Jeſus 
Chrift himſelf has warned us, who Hall deceive, 
if it were poſſible, even the very Eleft. 

Wx find, in peruſing the New Teſtament, 
that it never was the way of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles to be vainly crying out at every 
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Turn, with Mr. Whitefield, — I think I never 
 wwas ſo much enlarged. 
uch Sweetneſs and Power, as I have not felt 
before. 


and -—— moſt, as I afterwards heard, 
went ſatisfied and aſſected away; with endleſs 
other ſuch vain Repetitions as never dropt from 
the Mouths of thoſe, who might have had 
much Confidence in Boaſting, was Boaſting not 
excluded by the Law of Chriſt. 

Such affected Expreſſions as theſe, thus 
perpetually returning upon us in almoſt every 
Page of. the Journals, ſufficiently mark out 
the internal Diſpoſition of this Man's Heart ; 
a Sollicitude about what the Crowd thinks or 
ſays of his Preaching; a Self. Satisfaction and 
Complacence in his Performances, with an 
Impotence of Mind unable to conceal its 
Pleaſure, when at any time it fancies it has per- 
formed beyond the common Degree of its 
Abilities. It proceeds no doubt from the 

ſame Conceit and Vanity of Mind, that when- 
ever this Gentleman adminiſters the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, he counts exactly the 
Number of Communicants, or employs ſome 
pious Brother to count them, that ſo ſolemn an 
Article may grace the Journals, and convince 
us of what Importance many Perſons con- 


ceive it to be, to receive Chriſtian Ordinances 


out his particular Hands r. 
I LEAVE it to every one who is — 
in 


— 


—2—ͤ— 


+ Page 4, Two hundred Communicants. Page 6, Near 
three Hundred, but moſt from London. Page 23, Two Hun- 
dred and Seventy. | 


T preached with 


Great Numbers melted into Tears, 
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in the Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
ſtles, to conſider whether the following Paſſa- 
ges in this Journal are written in that humble 
and mortified Spirit, which a Writer recom- 
mended by Mr. Vpiteſield himſelf tells us, is 
always accompanied with a great Deadneſs 10- 
wards the Glory of the World, and the Applauſe 
of Men 8. Too an affectionate Leave of 
Eveſham Friends; and in Company with 
about one hundred and twenty on Horſeback, 
went to Tewkſbury, and never ſaw a Town 
fo much alarmed: The Streets were crowded. 
with People from all Parts. 1 rode immedi- 
ately thro* the Town, and preached to about 
ſix thouſand Hearers, Page 15. And again, 
Page 16, — At Petty-France ſome Friends 
met us: Afterwards more joined us; and be- 
fore we came within two Miles of Briſtol, our 
Company increaſed very conſiderably, —— The 
People were much rejoiced at the News of my 
coming. Their Hearts ſeemed to leap for 
Foy. —— The Bells rang unknown to me. —— 
I wwas received as an Angel of God, — Surely 
theſe are not the Words of one who hath zhe 
Spirit of a ſound Mind; nor the Expreſſions 
of a Man to whom the World is crucified, and 
he to the World, Doubtleſs theſe Paſſages 
never were indicted by that Spirit of God, 
which vaunteth not itſelf ;, is not puffed up; 
doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, and ſeeketh 
not its own Glory 7. Tris 


y Life of God in the Soul of Man, Page 15, 
I cannot help obſerving that the Teauſſbury Article is 
written exactly in the Military Stile; and, with a very 
little Alteration, would be a good Deſcription of attack- 
ang the Place, and taking it Sword in Hand, | 2 


2 
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Tus Gentleman loudly exclaims in his 
Journals againſt his P/eaſure-taking Brethren, 
as he calls the Clergy, as if his Life was a 
courſe of Mortification and Self-denial, and 
theirs ſpent only in Paſtime and Merriment. 
WI know indeed how ſore will be the 
Judgment of thoſe, who are Lovers of Plea- 
ſure more than Lovers of God; and who run 
after every idle Diverſion, without taking heed 

to the Miniſtry which they have received of the 
Lord, that they fulfil -it, —— But are not the 
Applauſes wherewith the Populace receives 
this Itinerant Gentleman; the good Enter- 
tainment which ſome of them prepare for 
him; and poſſibly too the kind Preſents which 
many make him: — Is nothing of this I ſay 
to paſs for Pleaſure ? Senſuality, alas! is of a 
ſubtle and inſinuating nature, and ſteals into 
our Hearts in ten thouſand Diſguiſes and 
Shapes: And thoſe who have their Senſes 
exerciſed to diſcern between Good and Evil, 
perceive the Exceſs of a refined Carnality, in 
the Pleaſure this Gentleman takes in deſcribing 
to us the Troops that attended bim; — the 
Alarm of Towns when he made his public En- 
try; — the crowded Streets; — and the ring- 
ing of Bells ; which are no more the proper 
Subjects of a true Chriſtian's Rejoicing, than 
Horſe-races, Revels, or Aſſemblies, which this 
Gentleman condemns with an undiſtinguiſhed 
and mercileſs Severity. 

One would imagine this Perſon had never 
heard of any ſuch Sin as Spiritual Pride, 
' when he is perpetually telling us of his being 

EE c a | filled 


— 
— 


= - N — 4 
2 — — — no eerie r 
— * 


— — 2 —⏑＋⏑Dd 8 


2 1 
— —— 
— — — 


10 


Page 16. 
Page 24. 
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filled with God, and preaching always with 


Power and Demonſtration of the Spirit. 

Nay the leaſt, and moſt inſignificant Cir- 
cumſtance of his Life, is deemed ſufficiently 
important by this Gentleman, to engage the 
Attention of the whole Nation: It he hap- 
pen to be weary after his Fourney z — It he 
be ſomething better after Dinner ; If 
Madam Cook, at Newington, aſks him 10 dine 
at her Houſe; — And much more if the 
Earl and Counteſs of E. t ſhall invite 
him to preach before them, and, both before 
and after Sermon, fhall entertain him with the 


utmoſt Civility ; — ſo important an Incident 


ſhall be ſure to be tranſmitted to Poſterity in 
the Journals; and the Earl and his Counteſs 
ſhall receive the Honour of being the firſt, 
(and God grant the laſt too, among the No- 
bility) whoſe Names ſhall ſtand recorded by 


Mr. Whitefield, for owning his Miniſtry, and 


honouring his Perſon. - 

How far they, who are bleſt of God with 
a ſound Mind, can bear with the perpetual 
Repetition of theſe Trifles, retailed out to 


them in every Journal, as Matters wherein 


the Honour of God, the Eſſence of Chriſti- 
anity, and the Salvation of Men are greatly 
concerned, muſt be left to every one to de- 
termine for himſelf. In the mean time as the 


Conduct of this Gentleman, in publiſhing the 


daily Occurrences of his Life, is without 


Example, and unjuſtified by any Precedent 
among the Saints of God: As the Holy Spirit 
irſelt em recording even the Life of the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, has comprized it in a very ſhort 

fn and 
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and compendious Narrative, and obſerved a See Jobs 


ſurprizing Modeſty and Reſerve (if we may 
ſo expreſs it) in giving us the Account of his 
Deeds and of his Doctrines; it muſt infallibly 
follow that Mr. H/hitefield's pompous Hiſtory 
of his Miniſtry, and of the ſmalleſt Circum- 
ſtance relating to his Affairs, can never pro- 
ceed from the ſame Holy Spirit, which has 
recorded with ſo ſparing a Hand the Memo- 
rials of the Author and Finiſher of our Salva- 
tion. 1 
I cannoT diſmiſs this Argument without 
recommending it to the Notice of his Follow- 
ers, that tho* Mr. J/bitefield has ſcarce begun 
his Teſtimony, as he affectedly expreſſes it, yet 
his Acts are already three or four times more 
voluminous than the Hiſtory of the Acts of 
all the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, We muſt 
therefore either blame the Conduct of the 
Holy Spirit, in omitting many edifying and 
important Circumſtances in the Goſpels, and 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles ; or elſe we muſt 
admit it to be a Degree of Preſumption in 
this Gentleman, to obtrude upon us the tri- 
fling Circumſtances of his Life, as Matters of 
high Concernment to our Salvation. 
TI pRocteD now to another ſort of Expreſ- 
fions, frequently occurring in this Gentleman's 
Diary, which certainly proceed from a wrong 
Spirit, and are not he Words of Truth and 
Soberneſs. | 
That People were melted down, — wept 
fore, — or were drowned in Tears, are Mat- 
ters of ordinary and light Occurrence in the 
Account of this Journaliſt, tho? rarely happen- 
C2 ing, 
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ing, or related to have happened, to the Son 
of God, = 
Bur this is quite modeſt in compariſon of 
thoſe Paſſages, where he tells us, that be 
: preached with great and viſible Succeſs ;, that 
' the Word ſunk deep into his Hearer's Hearts; 
that the Exhortation was powerful, and the 
like. „ 8 
WEN EVER he has Occaſion to mention 
his Preaching, no lower nor milder Expreſ- 
ſions will ſerve his Turn, than that — God 
gave me extraordinary Inſtances of the Power 
of his Word: Greaily affected indeed: 
And then again, in Words that are the very 
Reverſe of every thing that can be called 
Meekneſs and Modeſty; — Come, ye Phari- 
ſees, come and ſee the Lord Feſus getting him- 
ſelf the Victory. ; | | 
BuT where has the Holy Spirit inſtructed 
this Gentleman thus to judge of the Hearts 
of his Followers, as if God had laid them 
open to his Inſpection, and informed him 
clearly what was in Man? | | 
SURELY he has never received the Power 
of diſtinguiſhing who they are among his 
. Hearers, who, in the Language of our Lord's 
Mall. xiii. Parable, with Foy receive the Word, and yet 
I on have no Root in themſelves, but dure only for a 
is. While: Or who receive it into an honeſt and 
good Heart, and bring forth Fruit with Pa- 
tience. It is no where in God's Word that this 
Perſon has been taught to ſpeak thus confi- 
dently of the inward Diſpoſition and Temper 
of his Hearers, who no doubt come to him 
with other Hearts, and with other Intentions 
— | | on and 
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ws Views, at leaſt many of them, than he 
may vainly and preſumptuouſly imagine. 

I wouLD intreat Mr. Whbitefie/d's Follow- 
ers to obſerve, in how different a manner the 
Son of God ſpeaks of his Hearers, from that 


in which their Maſter mentions his Followers: 


A ſweet Power it always preſent with this 
Gentleman and his * * — Scoffers and cu- 
rious Perſons, he aſſures us, are generally 
dropped off and — never, ſays he, were Souls 
more melted down by the Power of God's 
Word. While of dis meek and lowly Jeſus 
the Evangeliſt tells us in Place, that be 
was grieved for the Hardie, of bis Hearer's 
Hearts: In another, of his rebuking them for 
drawing near to him with their Lips, while 
their Heart was far from him: As we find 
him reproving them at a third time, for cal- 
ling him Lord, Lord, and not doing the things 
which he ſaid. 

Nay, the Diſcourſe of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
who ſpake as never Man ſpake, fell far ſhort 
of that Conviction and Force on the Minds 
of his Hearers, if Mr. Whitefield may be be- 
lieved, which are boaſted of in almoſt every 
Page of the Journals. 

Fox tho* one Text informs us that the 
common People heard him gladly; yet elſe- 
where we are told, that many of his Diſciples 
went back, and ba no more with him; 
and of others, that hey were offended at him. 
And even of thoſe who daily attended his 
Preaching, moſt of them went after him with 
bad Purpoſes of Heart : For in one Text our 
Lord accuſes them with ſeeking him, not be- 

cauſe 


& 


* 


ohn vi. 
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cauſe they ſaw his Miracles, but becauſe they 


did eat of the Loaves and were filled: And 


in another we are told, that they were coming 


to late him by Force, and make him a King. 

Suck manner of Perſons were moſt, or 
many of thoſe who reſorted to Jeſus Chriſt, 
while he was fulfilling his Miniſtry, But 
hey who are under the Influence of Mr. 
Whitefield's teaching are all of them, you 
have ſeen, quite another kind of People ; they 
are the Church of God; Page 15. They are 
gracious Souls; Page 12, And all bis Congre- 
gation, no doubt, are holy every one of them, 
like Korah and his Company, and the Lord 
is among them. 5 

W x ſee then that Mr. Mbitefeld's Account 
of the Succeſs of his Preaching is wrote in a 
Spirit entirely different from at, wherein the 
Holy Ghoſt has recorded the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt's Miniſtry. And let a Man only ſit 
down, and attentively read the Goſpel, and 
then peruſe a few Pages of the Journal; and 
by thus comparing Spiritual Things with Spiri- 
tual, it is impoſſible he ſhould fail of dif- 
covering, which of them is wrote with the 
Spirit of Truth, and which with the Spirit of 
Err. | : 

For our diſcerning ſtill clearer what man- 
ner of Spirit it is wherewith this Gentleman is 
poſſeſſed, we will go on to take Notice of 
the manner wherein he treats ſuch Perſons, as 
hitherto have not ſeen Reaſon to go over to 
his Party, and declare in his Favour. 

As no Expreſſions are endearing and ſoft 
enough for thoſe, who receive what he calls 

his 
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his Teſtimony ; ſo may we obſerve, to our ut- 


ter Surprize, that he ſeems even to have racked 
his Invention, in finding out bad and bale 
Appellations, for abuſing and blackening ſuch 
Perſons as are not diſpoſed to lift under his 
Banner, and ſubmit to his Authority, And 
this is ſo much the more to be remarked, as no 


one who has received the Spirit of God, of 
which this Man makes ſuch proud Boaſting, 


can poſlibly be ſuppoſed to overlook, or be 
blind to ſo foul an Offence in his Behaviour, 
as that of railing at all who come in his way, 
and loading them with outragious and re- 
proachful Language: Even Michael the Arch- 


angel durſt not treat the Devil himſelf with 


that Licence of Accuſation, which this Gentle- 
man ſeems to claim as his peculiar Prerogative. 
Bx ROL PD here a few of thoſe horrid Appel- 
' lations beſtowed upon People, whom he does 


not even pretend to charge with any Offence or 


Fault committed againſt him, — Phariſees 


.— Hypocrites ; — Scoſfers; — Adverſaries Page 24, 
Standing againſt the maſt High ; — Deſpiſers p,,, - E 


Nobo ſhall periſh; - and who, he is ſure, 
would crucify Feſus Chriſt, was he now to ap- 
pear upon Earth. Theſe virulent Expreſſions 
of Inſult and Abuſe, uttered againſt every 
Order of Men, not once or twice, but return- 
ing in almoſt every Page of the Journal, are 
ſufficient to make the Ears of every one that 
Heareth them to tingle, and to demonſtrate that 
Spirit, from whom they proceed, to be from 

beneath, and not from above. 5 
WB renders this Gentleman the more 
inexcuſable before God and Man, for this licen- 
tious 
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tious Behaviour, is his own Relation of the 
Chriſtian and Kind Treatment, which he 
received from two eminent Biſhops of the 
Church, while he himſelf was vilifying the 
whole Body of the Clergy in an outragious 
and unchriſtian manner. 1 
Bur take his own Account of this Matter 
as it lies in the Journal, Page 1. ——Waited, 
ſays he, on the Biſhop of London, who uſed 
me very civilly. The ſame thing he tells us 
| farther of the Biſhop of Glouceſter ; and 
Il thanks his Lordſhip for his affeftionate Admo- 
i= nitions, promiſing zo bear continually bis Fa 
| vours upon his Heart. 
BuT hear how the good Man repays theſe 
Civilities, and diſcharges his Engagements, 
from the 38th Page of the Journal. 
Suffer none of the People, ſays he, 'to be as 
Sheep having no Shepherd, or worſe than none; 
thoſe blind Lear/ers of the Blind, who let them 
periſh for lack of Knowledge, and are no beiter 
than Wolves in Sheep*s Cloathing. | 
 THnxsz are the Expreſſions, and this the 
manner, in which this meek Diſciple of Jeſus 
. Chriſt (who pretends too to have received not 
the Spirit by the ſame Meaſure with other 
Men) thinks proper to treat the whole Body 
of the Clergy, without Diſtinction, or Re- 
ſpect of Perſons: And this too, in the very 
ſame Paſſage of his Journal, wherein he de- 
murely exhorts his Followers, to be obedient to 
the higher Powers that are ordained of God. 
| But this Gentleman (it ſhould ſeem) is ex- 
[ empted from all ordinary Obligation: He 
| may overlook God's Law, and be a Law 
i unto 
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unto himſelf; and may aſſume the Licence 
of reviling God's Prieſts, without the Danger 
of offending againſt that Precept, Thou 
Galt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People. 

T'x1s only ſhould be obſerved in juſtice 


to his Sagacity, that tho' Magiſtrates and 


Miniſters are both of them equally the Ordi- 
nance of God, and whom therefore it is equally 
ſinful to revile, yet has he prudently ſpared 


the Civil Magiſtrate, whom to abuſe he knows 


would be perilous, and has poured forth all 
his Invective on God's Miniſters, whom to 
revile is only wicked. 

For a Perſon to bear himſelf high in 


hand upon account of his Proficiency in the 


Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, and to charge 
other Men with having only a Morality falſly 
ſo called: For a Man who profeſſes to ſerve a 
Maſter, who when he was reviled, reviled not 


again, unprovoked to treat every one with 


Outrage and Railing ; and this even under 
the Guiſe of Sanctity and Religion, and in 


the pretended Cauſe of God, is an Inſtance. 


and Proof of that Deluſion and Enthuſtaſm, 
which the Juſtice of Heaven hath ſet looſe 
upon this Nation. 
Bor this Gentleman is not more unwar- 
rantably cenſorious, than he is undiſtinguiſh- 
_ ingly civil. If he be raſh and cruel in his 
Inſolence to ſome, he ſhall amply make an 
Amends, by an extravagant Complailance to 
other People; while in the mean time he has 
commonly no farther Knowledge of one nor 
of the other, than what the Sight of their 
D Faces, 
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Faces, or the tarrying for a Night in the Places 
where they dwell, can ſupply him withall. 
Hzar how full of Mildneſs and Love the 
good Man is, in the 12th Page, and what 
winning Words he has for thoſe who know 
the way of getting into his Favour. — 
Viſited by ſeveral gracious Souls of the Baptiſt's 
Congregation. And again in the 24th Page, 
—— Many gracious Souls of divers Denomina- 
tions came to meet me. 
A gracious Soul, except he be only cajol- 
ing theſe People with affected and canting 
Words, can mean nothing but a Soul in a 
State of Grace: And as he could not poſſibly 
know this of theſe People, ſo ought he not 
raſhly to have pronounced it of them. Nei- 
ther the Money which they brought him, nor 
the Reverence which they might pay him, 
could be Proofs of their being gracious Souls. 
And there are thoſe who ſhould have taught 
him, not to have Men's Perſons in Admira- 
lion, or give them flattering Titles, becauſe of 
| Ze vi. Advantage, or from any other partial Conſi- | 
Fob xxxii. deration | ns 
. Methodiſt, ſays St. Chryſoſtom, is 
to beguile and deceive, and to delude, and gain 
our Ends of People, by enticing Speeches, and 
alluring Expreſſions, after the very manner that 
Mr. Whitefield does in this Paſſage, by telling 
theſe Baptiſts that they were gracious Souls. 
T#ERE is a Point of Conſcience ariſing 
from this Article now under our Cenſure, 
| which 
| * Mz Von “ tor, re &TarHIan /S J prxavis taetre 
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which I beg Leave to recommend to the future 
Conſideration of this Mr. F/hitefield and his 
Followers, as worthy of a more ſerious Regard 
than they have hitherto been pleated to bellow 
upon it. | 
Hypacrites, Phariſees, and ſuch like Appel- 
lations are what this Gentleman gives undi- 
ſtinguiſhedly to all who are not of his Party. 
Tris Licence I ſuppoſe he preſumes to 
take from the Examples of Scripture, as 


thinking himſelf warranted to fay what the 


Prophets and Apoſtles have ſaid before him. 

Bur I am ſorry this Perſon needs to be 
taught, that great Caution ought to be uſed in 
the Point of imitating Scripture-Examples. 
Good Account ought to be had, whether be, 
whoſe Character we take upon us, whoſe 
Conduct and Behaviour we dare to copy, and 
_ whoſe Words and Expreſſions we accommo- 
date to ourſelves, or apply to other Men, 
acted in a public or a private Capacity. Wiſe 
and pious Men need not be cautioned againſt 
aſſuming the Per/on, or ſpeaking in the Lan- 
guage of the Son of God. That Lord, who 
knew the Hearts of all Men, was warranted in 
reproving them for their Malice, Hypocriſy, 
or wilful Reſiſtance of Conviction and Truth : 
But it may be impious in Mr. Mhiteffeld to 


aſſume this Licence, becauſe he being a Man, 


. thus maketh himſelf God. 

Le T him forbear then henceforward to 
accuſe Men of Crimes, which, ſhould they 
even be guilty of them, he is utterly unjuſti- 
fiable in laying to their Charge. Diſcerning 
F Spirits is one of er miraculous Gifts — 

2 1 the 
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the Holy Ghoſt; and till God ſhall think 


fit to endue him with this Power, let him ne- 
ver more preſume to aſſume it to himſelf, or 
to exerciſe it upon his Brethren. - 

Even common Reproof is not lightly t to 
be given by private Perſons, to Men of ſupe- 
23:6 Dignity and Eminence. There is always 

a great Regard to be had of our own and 


other Men's Station. And we find even in 


the Caſe of the Prophets themſelves, that 
they never took upon them to reprove 
Princes, without being commiſſioned imme- 
diately by God. And therefore when Mr. 
Whitefield, in the firſt Page that ever he pub- 
liſhed to the World, preſumed to reprove the 
Biſhops of the Church for not preaching up 
the Doctrine of the Spirit, (which I truſt too 
was falſly laid to their Charge) tho? I had no 
doubt upon me of his good Intention at that 
time, yet I could not help concluding that he 
was not influenced by the true Chriſtian 
Spirit, 

So that upon the whole of this Article we 


may conclude, that whether this Gentleman 


be cenſorious, or civil, whether he treat you 
with Contumely or Complaiſance, all is faid at 
Random, without any juſt Regard to Men's 
real Character: And good Chriſtians ſhould 


no more be grieved at his Reproaches, than 
they ought to be elated at his Commendations, 


Tak true Spirit and Temper of Mr. 
Whitefield may farther appear from theſe fol- 


Towing Paſſages in this fourth Journal, which 


will clearly characteriſe it to us. —Perceiving 
himſelf weary after his Journey to Baſing- 


ſtoke, 


Mr. WHITEFIELD' Srixrr. 
Poke, I lay down upon the Bed, ſays he, ſoon 


after our coming into the Inn : But was ſoon 


refreſhed with the News, that the Landlord 
would not let us ſtay under his Roof. 


much better have become Mr. H/hitefield's 
Piety to have been grieved rather than re- 
freſhed with this News, which he no doubt 
conſidered as a Mark of his Landlord's Re- 
probation. But to receive Pleaſure from it, 
and to be cheared and grow freſher after his 
Journey upon it, is a Mark of ſuch a Diſpo- 
ſition of Heart, as I will not call by its pro- 
per Name. 
TrarT Expreſſion of bis in the 8th Page, 
We found the Sweets of Oppoſition, could 
never proceed from the Holy Spirit, 
TRE Sweets of Oppoſition is as wicked an 
Expreſſion as the Sweets of Revenge: And to 
take Pleaſure in Contention, to delight in 
Variance, and to find a Satisfaction in oppo- 
ling, or being oppoſed, is a Temper infinitely 
different from that of the Author of our Sal- 


vation, who endured the Contradiction of Sin- 


ners againſi himſelf. And the Diſpoſition 
which St. Paul would infuſe into Chriſtians, by 
his Example and Precepts, is hat of becoming 


all Things to all Men, and pleaſing all Men 


in all Things. 

Tus is a Maxim ever to be remembered 
by all Chriſtians, and the very Corner- Stone 
of the Religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, that 

Love is the fulfilling of the Law. 
OBSERVE in the following Words of St. 
Paul, what Spirit God requires in every 
Chriſtian, 
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Page 27. 
I cannorT help thinking that it would 
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Chriſtian. — Put on therefore, as the Eleft 


of God, holy and beloved, Bowels of Mercies, 


Colgſſians 


| I. 12, 1 


Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, 
Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another. But is there in truth any 
Appearance of 7his Spirit in the Writer of theſe 
Journals ? Or 1s not every Page in his Books 
an abſolute Proof of the Vant, or even the 
very Reverſe of it? 

IT is a thing of common courſe with this 
Gentleman, ſhocking as it muſt appear to all 
diſcerning Readers, upon every little Diſap- 
pointment which he meets with, or Offence 
which he takes at any Perſon, immediately to 
ſummon him to the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt ; 


where this Gentleman ſeems to be ſure that 


every thing will be determined in his own Fa- 
vour, and that Judgment ſhall paſs upon all 
thoſe whom he is pleaſed to condemn. 

THz following monſtrous Paſſages, relat- 
ing to this Subject, may be read at large, 
with the Occaſions of them, in Pages 18, 27, 
29, 31, 37, of the Journal, —— FHhether 


for juſt Cauſe, God Hall judge at the laſt Day. 


—— 1 Hail riſe up againſt you at the great 
Day, and be a ſwift Witneſs againſt your Par- 
tiality, —— At this dreadful Tribunal I will 


_ meet you, and then you ſhall ſee what is in the 


Heart of George Whitefield. —— Surely J 
ſhall appear againſt you at the Fudgment-Seat 
of Chriſt. And again in another Place, 
where no one has given him the Shadow of 
an Offence, but every thing falls out exactly 
to his Humour, his Appeal is ſtill fiercer and 

| | more 
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more rancorous : — At the Fudgment-Day ye 
ſhall ſee, O Phariſees. | Page 37. 
Ir is abſolutely impoſſible that thoſe hor- 
rible Paſſages can proceed from that Spirit 
of Meekneſs, Forbearance, and Love, which 
infpired the Writers of the New Teſtament. 
To hale Men thus to the Tribunal of God, 
and threaten them with Damnation on ſo ſlight 
Occaſions, and with ſo little Remorſe, favours 
not at all of that Meekneſs of the Son of God, 
of whom the Apoſtle obſerves, for our Inſtruc- 
tion, that when he ſuffered, be threatened not, 
LET no Man envy him the horrid Office 
which he has choſen for himſelf, of being the 
Accuſer of his Brethren : And may God dil- p,,jq. 
pole him to take heed left he hazard his own io xii. 
Salvation, by threatning thus highly, and thus 10. 
preſumptuouſly, to riſe up againſt his Brethren 
in the laſt Day, and witneſs againſt them to 
their Damnation. Had he the Spirit of Chriſt, 
the Example of Chriſt would diſpoſe him to | 
lament and bemoan Men's Deſtruction, rather N 
than threaten to render it inevitable, by ap- i 
earing and teſtifying againſt them in the = 
Day of their Calamity. Oh that thou hadſt p 
known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy Day! 
Fon this ſort of Expreſſions, which evi- — 
dently proceed from a Temper inhuman and 
cruel, we will proceed to relieve the Reader's yl 
Mind, by ſetting before him Paſſages of an- 4 
! 
; 
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other kind, which, tho affectedly pompous 
and ſolemn, and ſeeming to intimate ſome 
deep and important Meaning, are yet only of 
very vulgar and trivial Signification. . 
Or this kind are ſuch as theſe that — 
| — 44 | | 
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—— Vas received as an Angel of God. 
Much Power from above was among us, — 
Perceived a freſh Supply of Spirits to be given 
me from above, —— Having asked Council of 
God. — Offered Salvation freely to the rich, 
Now a Perſon. of an honeſt and plain Mean- 
ing, who intended to deal clearly with his 
Readers, and not to take Advantage of their 
Ignorance, would have repreſented Things 
really as they were, and called them by their 
proper Names. 

Fon when this Gentleman tells you, that ke 
was received as an Angel of God, the Meaning 
really is no more, than that the People were 
glad to ſee him. When much Power from 
above is ſaid to be among them, you are to put 
no other Senſe upon theſe Words, than that 
the Audience appeared to be attentive and ſeri- 
ous. When he tells you, after having been 
fatigued with Preaching, that a freſh Supply 
of Spirits was given him from above, he means 
only to inform you, as he inadvertently and 
naturally elſewhere expreſſes it, Page 24, that 
he was ſomething better. Asking Council of 
God, can be nothing elſe than praying for his 
Direction. And his offering Salvation freely to 
People, can poſſibly mean neither more nor 
leſs, than informing them of the Terms of * 
ceptance and Pardon. 

Now the End which is ſerved by him: ex- 
preſſing theſe common Points in Enthuſiaſtic 
Phraſes, or in Scripture-Language abuſively 

applied, is the inducing ignorant People to 
imagine, that Mr. }hitefield is a Perſon dif- 

ferent from your 2 ſort of e 
That 
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That a peculiar Manifeſtation and Operation 
of the Spirit is preſent in his Aſſemblies : 
That God affords him more immediate Direc- 
tion and Council, than he vouchſafes to com- 
mon Paſtors and Curates ; and that he, in 


particular, can offer Chriſt Jeſus, and Salva- 


tion to Men, in a manner not claimed by any 
other of the Clergy, nor committed to them. 

UnpeR this Head of his Abuſe of Scrip- 
ture-Expreſſions, and applying ſuch Texts to 
himſelf, and to his private and low Concern- 
ments, as can only belong to the Son of God, 
we may mention thoſe Paſſages, where he le- 


vels the Evidences of Chriſt's Miſſion with 


thoſe of his own, as if there was exactly the 
ſame Proof of both, and the former muſt 
ſtand or fall with the latter. — 
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— Le Hypocrites, ſays he, ye can diſcern the page 17. 


Face of the Sky; but how is it that ye cannot 
diſcern the Sign of theſe Times? And again; 
Has not God ſet his Seal to our Miniſtry in an 
extraordinary manner ? Have not the 
Lepers been cleanſed, —— the Dead raiſed? 
That theſe notable Miracles have been 
wrought, cannot be denied. 

TERRE is ſomething abſurd and ſhocking 


to a high Degree, in this Man's confident 


boaſting of Powers being with him, and Mira- 
cles being done by him; while in the mean 


time wwe all are Witneſſes, and God is Witneſs, 


that a more manifeſt Falſhood than this never 
roceeded out of the Mouth of any Perſon; 


and that this whole Pretenſion to Miracles is 


only an outragious Abuſe of Scripture, in 
applying to himſelf, and I think blaſphe- 
* mouſly, 
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mouſly, what belongs ſolely to the Son of 
God. 
| Tazsz Miracles of Mr. Whitefield, related 

Page 10. in the 1oth Page, are the exact Counterpart 
of the Miracle of Tranſubſtantiation : The 
Prieſt, who conſecrates the Hoſt, aſſures you - 
very ſolemnly that a great and aſtoniſhing 
Miracle 1s wrought, by converting the Wafer 
into the Body of our Lord, while you, to your 
utter Surprize, diſcover not the leaſt Altera- 
tion in any thing about you, the Wafer conti- 
nuing exactly the ſame that it was before this 
ſtupendous Change. In the mean time you 
dare not diſpute the Matter, but at the riſque 
of being pronounced an Infidel or Heretic, or 
doing Penance for your Folly under the Claws 
of an Inquiſitor. 

Tus fares it with thoſe who dare to queſ- 
tion Mr. W/hitefield's Pretenſions; they are 
Scoſfers, Deſpiſers, and Blaſphemers, | 

BuT now after all this boaſting of Mira- 
cles performed by him, and charging 2zho/e 
with blaſpheming the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhall 
dare to deny the Reality of them, ſee how 
they all vaniſh in a Moment, and dwindle 
away into Figure and Alluſion, in the 1oth 
Page of the Journal. They ask, what 
Ken ſhoweſt thou, that thou doſt theſe 7! hings ? 

— Which perverſe Queſtion he anſwers 
by giving you this wondrous Account of the 
Miracles; -——— Have not many that were 

 ſpiruually blind, received their Sight? And 
many that have Sig lame, ſtrengthened to run 
the Way of God's Commandments? You ſee 
here that by thele ſolemn Expreſſions of God's 


ſetting 
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. ſetting his Seal to their Miniſtry in an extra- 
ordinary manner; —— and again, That theſe 
notable Miracles have been wrought, not in our 
own Names, and by our own Power, but in 
the Name, and by the Power of Jeſus of Na- 
Zareth, cannot be denied: —— Theſe awful 
Expreſſions, and extravagant Claims, mean, 
I fay, no more, in the Language of this En- 
thuſiaſtic Writer, than that ſome ſerious and 
pious, but weak People, have fallen under 
the ſame Deluſion with himſelf, and profeſſed 
themſelves his Diſciples and Followers. In 
the mean time there is ſo little of Miracle in all 
this, that there never was yet an Enthuſiaſt in 
the World, who had not his proper Admirers 
and Followers, and conſequently the ſame 
Miracles, and the ſame Seals of his Miniſtry 
to appeal to, which Mr. F/hitefie/d ſo much 
magnifies in the Journals. 

Lux him produce, by that Spirit of Power 


which he ſo much boaſts of, any one miracu- 


lous Work of ſuch a Nature, as cannot poſſi- 
bly be the Effect of a ſtrong Imagination or 
wild Enthuſiaſm, (ſuch as raiſing the Dead, 
giving Sight to one Born blind, or the like,) 
and then if, after a due Examination, it be 
found that he really has produced ſuch Effects, 
Effects that exceed all human Power, and are 
out of the Reach of human Imagination, we 
may believe (and not till h n) that he is aſſiſted 
by an higher Spirit, even by the Spirit of 
Power, which is of God. 
Bur while this Gentleman thus prides him- 
ſelf in the Piety of his Followers, he does 


not appear to be at all aware, that he has 
ES: obtruded 


rr 
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obtruded himſelf into other Men's Labours : 
That he boaſts in another Man's Line, of 
Things made ready to his Hands: Vaunting of 
Things without his Meaſure, that is, of other 
Men's Labours, as St. PauPs Words well 
expreſs theſe Men's irregular and factious 
Conduct. | 1 
BEroOoRE we quit this Subject, it will be pro- 

er to take notice of that Argument of Mr. 
IV hitefield's in the 17th Page, which he offers 
in Proof of the Divinity of his Miſſion. — 


Either this is done by an evil, or good 
Spirit. If you ſay, by an evil Spirit; J 
anſwer in our Lord's own Words, If Satan be 
divided againſt Satan; how can his Kingdom 
ſtand? If by a good Spirit, why do not the 
Clergy, and the reſi of the Phariſees, believe 


our Reports? What is it but little leſs than 


Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, to impute the 
great Work, that has been in ſo ſhort a time 
wrought in this Kingdom, to Deluſion and the 
Power of the Devil ? 

Wx will paſs over what appears to be truly 
blaſphemous in this Paſſage, and conſider 
only the Argumentation-Part of it. And it 
may be ſufficient to obſerve of this Reaſoning 
of Mr. t/hitefield, that by proving too much, 
it proves nothing at all, | 
I wovLp demand of Mr, Mhiteffeld, Whe- 
ther the Enthuſiaſts of the laſt Age might not 
have proved their Pretenſions in theſe very 
Words? Or whether they had not the fame or 
greater Succeſs in perverting the Nation, than 
theſe Men can boaſt? Do not all Enthuſiaſts 

| and 
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and Innovators in Religion confidently affirm, 
and no doubt as verily believe as he, that Good, 
very great Good is done by them ? 


Ler him apply this Argument to the Qua- 


kers, Baptiſts, or any other of the Sectaries, 
who may all too truly plead, that a great 
Work has been done in this Kingdom by them, 
and may with equal Juſtice charge us with 
Blaſphemy, ſhould we impute it to Deluſion, or 
the Power of the Devil, : 

Ap then for the Shortneſs of the Time 
wherein theſe Perſons have gathered theſe 
Diſciples 3 it is in the Nature of Enthuſiaſm 


to be quick, precipitate, and ſudden : It does 


not argue and reaſon, and draw its Conclu- 
ſions ſlowly and maturely, but ſteps forward 
to the Conſequence in a Moment, without heſi- 
tating and demurring upon the Premiſes, All 
was in Confuſion and Blood in the laſt Age, 
before Men had weighed with themſelves 
what they were doing, or whither they were 
going. Recollection, Conſideration, and 
Leiſure for Thought, either 5 Men 
from falling under the Power of Enthuſiaſm, 
or by the Grace of God, ſoon reſtore them 
to their right Mind. 
Tuo' there be Perſons of great Sobriety 
and Seriouſneſs, and of honeſt and pious In- 
tentions, in every Sect of Religion; yet this 


can never prove that God owns their Cauſe, or 


has ſet his Seal to their Claims and Preten- 


ſions. 
ITA great Good has been done we cannot 


at all be induced to admit, till we ſee the fur- 


ther 
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ther Conſequences of what 1s now a doing by 


Mr. Whitefield and his Followers. 


NEveR at any time was there more Pray- 
ing and Preaching 3 never more Sermons 
and Lectures, nor more gracious Souls, as they 
then were called, abroad in the World, than 
about this very time in the laſt Century: And 
yet hardly ever was there greater Naughtineſs 
in the Hearts of Men, or a fouler Spirit of 
Enthuſiaſm and Deluſion let looſe upon the 
World. | 

Tr1s Gentleman is pleaſed to take it for 
granted, that Satan muſt needs be divided againſt 
himſelf, if there be any Deluſion or Power of 
the Devil with him and his Followers. He 
confidently affirms, that for the Devil to be 
any way aſliſting in his Deſigns, would be an 
undermining and overthrowing the Kingdom 
of Darkneſs. But thoſe who are moſt aſſured 
and confident may poſſibly be miſtaken. 
He and his Followers ſhould recollect hat 
Caution of the Holy Spirit, hat Satan is 
ſometimes transformed into an Angel of Light ; 


2 Cor. xi and that his Miniſters alſo are transformed as 


. 


has taken upon her to be a public Preacher of 


the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs. 
TBA Spirit which begins already to ſhow 
itſelf in ſome of this Gentleman's Followers, 
will give us a Taſte of the Good that is done 
by his Preaching, and of the farther Effects 
that may be expected from it: Their Women 
already begin to preach in their Aſſemblies, 
of which a certain young Gentlewoman is an 
Inſtance, who, contemning the Rule of Scrip- 
ture, and forgetting the Modeſty of her Sex, 


\ 


the 
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the Goſpel. And with Regard to the Al- 


teration affirmed to be wrought in Men's 
Hearts by this new Doctrine, tho? I will not 
preſume to paſs a Judgment univerſally upon 
It, as living at a Diſtance from thoſe Parts of 
the Kingdom where theſe People chiefly 
abound; yet from what I have obſerved in a 
few Inſtances, which have fallen under my 
Notice, I may venture to ſay, that if Humble- 
neſs of Mind, Meekneſs, and Charity, be 
Marks of the Holy Spirit, theſe Men have 
no clear Pretenſion to it, being rather remark- 
able for Petulancy, Cenſoriouſneſs, and a con- 
temptuous Treatment of other Chriſtians, as 
greatly below them in religious Attainments. 
But may they live to diſcern, and re- 
trieve their Miſtake! 

T r1s Gentleman tells the Biſhop of Claw 
ceſter, Page 20, That as for declining the 
Work wherein I am engaged, lays he, my 
Blood runs chill at the very Thoughts of it. | 

WouLp to God this extream Apprehen- 
ſion and Dread, which the good Man is under 
for fear of offending on the one hand, would 
incline him to be equally tender and timorous 
of running into fatal Exceſſes on the other. 
He conceives it would greatly concern his 
Soul, to ſtop and conſider well what he is 
doing; but is under no ſort of Suſpicion nor 
Fear, that the going on headlong in his preci- 
pitate Courſes, can poſſibly be attended with 
any miſchievous Effects. 

Sven partial Reaſoning as this, has in all 
Ages involved the World in Confuſion and 

Diſcord, 
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Diſcord, contrary to the fundamental Maxims 


of the Goſpel, 


No doubt but the Blood of many a Dit. 
ſenter in England runs chill, with Mr. Mbite- 
field's, at the very Thoughts of returning into 
the Communion of Chriſt's Church, tho? the 
Spirit of God moſt ſolemnly adjure them ſo 
to do: But to deſpiſe all religious Order and 
Government, to diſobey them that have the 
Rule over them, and, thro? a contentious Spirit, 
to bring among - Chriſtians Confuſion, and 
every evil York ; in theſe things they have no 
Suſpicion of Miſtake, nor Scruple of Con- 
ſcience, nor Apprehenſion of Sin. While in 
the mean time, Men who are 7raly ſcrupulous, 
are equally on their Guard in every Part of 
their Conduct, and as much afraid of offend- 
ing God thro? the ſinful] Exceſſes, as thro? the 
Defetts of a religious Zeal. 

IT is no {mall Proof to me of the Danger 
Mr. Whitefield is in from the Deluſions of the 
Devil, that he ſeems to make ſuch ſlight Ac- 
count of, and to be fo utterly ignorant of his 
Devices. To this Purpoſe there is a Speech 
of his in one of the former Journals, and 

repeated in his after proper time for Recol- 
leftion, which appears to me. preſumptuous 
and raſh, beyond any thing that I. have ever 


read before. — Satan, why ſleepeſt thou? 


Page 21. Extravagant Confidence 
UnparallePd Preſumption!] which the Holy 
Spirit of God ſeems exactly to have marked 


out in thoſe Words of the Proverbs, xiv. 16, 


—— A wiſe Man feareth, and departeth from 
Evil; but the Fool W and is — 


Mr. 
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Mx. J/hitefeld in this, and many other 
Paſſages of his Journal, appears to be uneaſy, . 
like a true Enthuſiaſt, that Nobody has yet 
thought fir to moleſt him, or, as he expreſſes 
it in the Journal, Page 21, hat the Hour of 
Perſecution is not yet come. He ſeems igno- 
rantly to imagine, that Perſecution is the only 
Trial wherewith the Devil can aſſault him. 
He appears not ſenſible of the Danger he 
may be in from the Flattery of his deluded 
Followers, the Acclamations of an Enthuſi- 
aſtic Populace, or from the Vanity and Pride 
of his own Heart, a Foe not leſs dangerous James 
than the Devil himſelf. 1. 14. 
In the mean time I intreat Mr, }hitefield*s 
Followers to obſerve, that this awakening the 
Devil, reproaching him with Negligence and 
Sloth, and daring him to the Combat, is abſo- 
Jutely contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel. — 
Pray that ye enter not into Temptation, ſays 
our Lord. — Let him that thinketh he ſtand- 
etb, take heed leſt he fall, ſays the Apoſtle : 
And Chriſt has made it one Part of our daily 
Devotions, to beg God to lead us not into 
Temptation: While this Gentleman, in a dif- 
ferent and contrary Spirit, defies the Devil to 
the Conflict, charges him with Cowardice for 
declining the Combat, and ſeems to be impa- 
tient and angry, that God has not yet let him 
looſe upon him: But — Let not him that 
girdeth on his Armour, boaſt himſelf as he that 
putteth it off. 

THERE is another Expreſſion in the 24th 
Page, of the ſame enthuſiaſtical and extrava- 
gant Turn with that juſt now conſidered. 
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—— I felt myſelf io be, ſays he, what 1 often 
ſay we all are by Nature, half a Devil, and 
Half a Beaſt. | 0 
T r1s precipitate and raſh Perſon, who ut- 
ters many things which he never has taken 
time to conſider, would do well to inform us 
on what Authority of Scripture he grounds 
this Account of Man, which he tells us he 
often repeats, and the Truth of which he 
ſhould well have examined. | 
For ſurely he is guilty of great Impiety, in 
thus making Devils and Beaſts of Men, cre- 
ated after the Image of God, God's Image 
indeed is defaced in us, and we are by Nature 
Children of Wrath: But God thought us pro- 
er Objects of Mercy even in our worſt 
Eſtate, and received us into Covenant with 
himſelf, of which Beaſts and Devils are abſo- 
lutely incapable. This Perſon therefore, un- 
der an affected Humility, belies Human Na- 
ture, contradicts the Scripture-Account of 
Man, and preſents us with a Monſter of his 
own Imagination, which he confidently aſſures 
us is the Work of God's Hands. And here 
I cannot help making a Pauſe, and entreat- 
ing every Man to conſider ſeriouſly, whether 
all this monſtrous Variety of Extravagancies, 
j which we have hitherto been conſidering, 
| can be ſuppoſed to proceed from the Spirit of 
| God. Find you any thing like his in 
* the Books of Revelation? Seem theſe to be 
| the Words of Truth and Soberneſs ? Or 


does the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak to you in the 
Language of this Gentleman? Or any where 
breath 


Mr, WHTTEFIELD', Sprevm; 


breath forth Sentiments undigeſted and licen- 
tious, as heſe of the Writer now before us? 
Ass we have not been remarking on ſome 
of Mr, Whitefield's raſh Expreſſions, we will 
take notice in this Place of his new and un- 
warrantable Inſtitutions, which he has pre- 
ſumed to introduce into modern Practice. 
AND here there is freſh Occaſion given us 
for reflecting how fruitful this Man's Brain is 


IS; - 


of religious Projects; one of which is Women- Page 22. 


Societies, which are erected at Briſtol in quite 
a different Spirit from that Method of inſtruct- 
ing Chriſtian Women, which the Holy Scrip- 
ture has marked out to us. 

As it was God's Command that the younger 
Women ſhould marry, bear Children, guide the 
Houſe, and be employed in the neceſſary and 
important Offices of domeſtic Life; (1 Tim. 
v. 13, &c.) ſo has he not left them to wander 
from Houſe to Houſe in Search of Inſtruc- 
tion. God's Direction in this Point is clear 
and expreſs, that if they want to learn any 


thing, let them ask their Husbands at home. 1. Cor. 
That is the Place, and there are the Perſons*”?: 3355 


whom God has appointed for their Inſtruction. 


Tho* Mr. Whitefield and Mr. Weſley ſhall 


vouchſafe to authoriſe, and honour with their 
Preſence, theſe novel Societies of their own 
Invention, yet Chriſtian- Women can never 
frequent ſuch unſcriptural Aſſemblies, without 
contemning the Rule of their only Lord and 
Maſter. From their Fathers, their Huſbands, 
their Maſters, or the reſpective Heads of 
thoſe Families wherein they live, are theſe 
Perſons, by God's * Command, to _ 

| 2 Or 


1 Cor. 


iv. 3+ mitted unto them to ſpeak. 
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for Inſtruction in the Doctrine of Chriſt. 


Mr. Whitefieid's Societies are things of a dan- 


gerous, at leaſt of a doubtful and ſuſpicious 
Nature. They are however 1 to that 
Method of inſtructing Chriſtian- Women, 


which the Spirit of God has preſcribed in 


Scripture. 


Wulf we are ſpeaking upon this Subject 


of Women-Socielies, a Man can hardly forbear 
forming in his Imagination a Picture of one 


of theſe novel Aſſemblies, where ſeveral Wo- 
men of the loweſt Rank, and meaneſt Edu- 


cation, whoſe Preſence moſt certainly is 
wanted at home, are ſitting in cloſe Debate 
upon the important Subjects of Religion. To 


hear ſuch Perſons expounding the Scriptures, 


ſolving Difficulties, clearing up Doubts, and 
communicating their Experiencies, is what 
would certainly excite the Laughter of the 
Prophane, and the Griet of the Wiſe and 
Religious. 

WELL has the Holy Spirit declared by the 
Apoſtle, that omen ſhall keep Silence in the 
Churches, or Aſſemblies, and that it is not per- 
But Briſtol 
enjoys the Benefit of a new Apoſtolate, and 
Mr. Wbiteſeld has ordained otherwiſe in the 
Churches of Brio). - 

WrrTH this anwarrantablc A ppointment of 
Women-Societies, unheard-of hitherto in the 
Church of God, we will conſider that other 
Inſtitution mentioned in this Journal, of Love- 
Feaſts. 

TAIs indeed is not, as the former, merely 


a Maticr of his own Invention, but is bor- 
| rowed 


- 
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rowed from a Practice recorded in Scripture, 
tho? I think not inſtituted, but rather connived 
at by the Apoſtles. : 
Taz true Original of theſe Love-Feaſts 
ſeems plainly deducible from the Jewiſh Cuſ- 
tom of feaſting upon the Remainder of their | 
Sacrifices. For as the Lord's Supper ſuc- 
ceeded in the Place of Sacrifices, and as moſt 
of the firſt Chriſtians .were converted Jews 3 
ſo no wonder that they retained ſome of thoſe 
Cuſtoms of their former Religion, which 
- -- were not contrary to the Laws of Chriſtianity, 
or not prohibited by the Apoſtles. 
Ix evidently appears from many Paſſages 
of Scripture, that this Practice of holding 
theſe Love-Feafts was hardly introduced into 
the Church, before it was cenſured by almoſt 
all the Apoſtles, 
ST. Paul takes notice of the Diſorders  ,_ i 
committed in them. —— In eating every one 20, 21 
| takes before others his own Supper, ſays he 
(that is, the Proviſion which he himſelf had 
brought to the Aſſembly) and one is hungry, 
while another 1s drunken. | 
ANOTHER Sort of Irregularity crept into 
theſe Feaſts, is pointed out by St. Peter. —— 
Spots they are and Blemiſhes, ſporting them- 
ſelves with their own Decervings while they 
feaſt with you. Having Eyes full of Adul- 
tery, and that cannot ceaſe from Sin; beguiling 
unſtable Souls. And St. Jude bears the ſame _* 
ſort of Teſtimony againſt them, as St. Paul 
and Peter had done; -— Theſe, ſays he, are Fur, 
Spots in your Fraſts of Charity, when they feaſs ver. 12. 
with you, feeding themſelves without _ | 
HESE 
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Trxsx Feaſts of Charity, or Love-Feaſts, 
thus early reprehended by the Apoſtles, and 
utterly aboliſhed in a ſhort time from their 
firſt Appearance, are what the hardy and en- 
terprizing Mr. J/hitefield has determined ſhall 
again be introduced into Practice, and become 
an eſtabliſned Ordinance of the Church. 
And his ſimple Authority alone ſhall be ſuffi- 
cient to recover their Credit, and remove thoſe 
Objections, which the Apoſtles of Chriſt have 
left upon Record againſt them in Scripture, 

Wu we are ſpeaking of Mr. White- 
fields Inventions in Religion, and the Inno- 
vations which he is labouring to introduce 
among Chriſtians, we muſt not forget to men- 
tion Field-Preaching, which he boaſts of as 
an Inſtitution of his own in the 23d Page; 
where he aſſures us here never. was any ſuch 
thing before; and which he highly magnifies 
in the 36th Page, by confidently telling us 
that Thouſands will have Reaſon to bleſs God 
tor Fie!d- Preaching. 5 

Ir is ſurprizing this Perſon ſhould tell us 
there never was any Field-Preaching before, 
when he himſelf correſponds with theſe licen- 
tious ſort of People of the Scotch Nation, 
where they are not only ſubſiſting at preſent, 
but were here many Years ago under the 
Name of Field-Conventiclers. 

IT was by ſome of theſe very People that 
Dr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of St. Andrew's, was 
cruelly aſſaſſinated, and a Rebellion afterwards 
raiſed in the Kingdom, which was happily 
ſuppreſſed by the Duke of Monmouth in the 
Battle of Bothwell- Bridge, where theſe wicked 
| DD” _ Enthuſiaſts 
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Enthuſiaſts were utterly defeated, and the 


Ringleaders brought to condign Puniſhment. 
Bur were it really true that there never had 
been a Field- Preacher before Mr. Whitefield, 
it ſeems not to be juſt Matter of Boaſting; 
ſince this Practice of his is abſolutely con- 
trary to the Scripture- Pattern, and Apoſtolical 
Inſtitution. | 
Fo we learn from the Acts and Epiſtles 
of the Apoſtles, that in the firſt Eſtabliſhment 


of Chriſtianity, fixed Miniſters were ordained 4%, xiv. 
in every City, who had a peculiar Flock ©? - 


under their Charge. 

For this Cauſe left JI thee in Crete, ſaith St. 
Paul writing to Titus a Biſhop, that thou 
ſhouldeſt ſet in order the Things that are want- 
ing, and ordain Elders in every City, Ac- 


cording to the Model of the Primitive 77 i. 5. 


Church, every Miniſter had his particular 


Flock, and every Congregation its peculiar 


- Paſtor. As likewiſe each Apoſtle is known 
to have had his reſpective Diſtrict or Pro- 
vince, There was no ſuch licentious Practice 
then in the Church, as theſe innovating Spirits 
have lately introduced, of entering into other 
Men's Labours, and boaſting in another Man's 
Line, of things made ready to their Hands. 
Vagrant Prieſts were accounted infamous in 
all Ages, and conſidered as thoſe Thieves and 
Robbers in our Lord's Parable, climbing up 
into the Sheepfold by an irregular Way. 
. Tris then being the Model on which 
Chriſtianity was originally eſtabliſhed, it may 
behove Mr. Mbitefield's Followers to conſider 
what they and their Maſter are doing in the 
Church 
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Church of God, namely, undermining Apo- 


ſtolical Eſtabliſnment, reverſing the Inſtitu- 
tions of our Lord, and, under unſupported 
Pretences to the Spirit, making God the God 
of Confuſion, and not of Order and Peace, in 
his Church and Houſhold. 

As all this is contrary to the Rule of Scrip- 


ture, ſo probably may it end in ſome public 


Calamity, except the Preachers or the People 
ſhould fee their Error, and grow ſenſible of 
their Extravagance. Mr. Whitefield himſelf 
ſeems to be aware of ſome bad Event here- 


after to enſue from the Raſhneſs of his Fol- 


lowers. —— I dread nothing more than the 


Page 11. falſe Zeal of my Friends, in a ſuffering Hour, 


as he cantingly expreſſes it. 

Sou evil Conſequence, ſome Riot and 
Rebellion, is naturally to be expected from 
theſe diſorderly Proceedings. For as theſe 
Men's Followers have renounced thoſe Paſtors, 
whom the Laws of God and Man have pro- 
vided for them: As none of them know who 
it is that is hereafter to preach to them, nor 


what ſort of Doctrine will be preached in 


theſe lawleſs Aſſemblies; ſo will it indeed be 
nothing leſs than a Miracle, ſhould there not 
ſoon ariſe among theſe licentious People, 
Preachers inciting them to Sedition and 'Tu- 
mult, and promoting them to overturn the 
civil and religious Eſtabliſhments of their 
Country. 

Tub, in the mean while, is undeniably 
true, that Riots, Revolutions, and Rebellions, 
ariſing from time to time in the —_— 
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of the World, do uſually owe their Beginning 

to Enthuſiaſts, or Innovators in Religion. 

I x is a Matter not to be doubted, but that 
every Enemy of the Government and Reli- 

gion of England, thoſe eſpecially of the Po- 

piſh Name, will join themſelves to theſe new 


Lights, will affectedly magnify them among 


the People, and puſh them on to ſuch deſpe- 
rate Attempts, as Mr. Whitefield himſelf has 
perhaps never hitherto thought of, nor «011d 


believe, tho a Man ſhould declare it unto 


him. 5 | 

Ir indeed this new Teacher was eminently 
learned above the Clergy, whom he vilifies 
and ſets at naught 3 thoſe who follow him 
would have at leaſt this one Pretence for Hold- 
ing his Perſon in Admiration : . 

Bur this is not the caſe of Mr. Vhitefeld, 


who has always been ſo employed in teaching, 


as to have had little poſſible Leiſure fo 
Learning. 15 
Bur as he has hitherto found little Tim 
for Improvement, ſo he artfully makes a 
Merit of the Want of it, and reproaches the 
Clergy upon the Score of their Learning. — 
And God grant they may ever be obnoxious 
to ſuch Reproach! But take the Account of 
this Accuſation from his own Words. 
Went to St. Paul's, and received the bleſſed 


Sacrament. Preached in the Evening at Ken- 


nington-Common. — God gave me great 


Power : And I never opened my Mouth ſo 


freely againſt the Letter-learned Clergymen of 
the Church of England. 


— Nornixo 


on 0d 


Page 32. 
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NoTrinG can give us an exacter Picture 
of this uncommon Perſon, than this ſhort 
Article of the Journal. 

| From his informing us that he received the 
blefled Sacrament in the Morning, one might 
charitably have expected that the Spirit of 
Forbearance and Meekneſs would have reſted 

upon him, for the Remainder at leaſt of that 
ſingle Day. But ſuch Hope and ſuch Cha- 
rity. were without Foundation. That bleſſed 
Ordinance produced quite other Effects in the 
Heart of this Gentleman. It was followed 
by Rage and Reproach againſt the Miniſters 
of God. Free as he had often made with 
them, he had never before opened his Mouth ſo 
freely againſt them. 

Bur the Subject of this railing Accuſation 
againſt the Clergy is far more fſurprizing 
than the Railing itſelf, —— His Mouth was 
opened againſt them for being, as he calls it, 
Letter-learned. 

Tais Expreſſion, I ſuppoſe, i is borrowed in 
part from that Paſſage of St. Paul, where he 
ſpeaks of Miniſters of the Letter, and of the 
Spirit; or of the /egal and evanpelical Dil- 
penſation. The Apoſtle, in that Paſſage, op- 
poles the Ge/pe/ to the Law, and not the Let- 
ter of the Goſpel to the Spirit of it, as Mr. 
Whiteficlds F riends, the Quaters, explain it: 
Since it is only by the Letter of the New 
Teſtament, that we know any thing at all of 
the Syhirit of it. 

From hence it muſt follow, that this Gen- 


tleman's Quarrel is with Learning in general, 


in direct Contradiction to God's Command 


Mr. WHITEFIELD' SIRIr. 43 


by the Prophet, that the Prieſt's Lips ſhould 
keep Knowledge, and that the People ſhould 
fetk the Law at his Mouth; as Jeſus Chriſt 
| himſelf had likewiſe informed us, that every 
Scribe inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, 
is like unto a Man that is an Honſbolder, who 
bringeth forth out of his Treaſure Things new 
and old. My People are deſtroyed for lack of 
Knowledge, ſays God. Becauſe thou haſt re- 
jected Knowledge, I will alſo reject thee, that 
# hou ſhalt be no Prieſt io me. And the Holy H/ iv. 6. 
Spirit obſerves, to the Commendation of 
Moſes, that he was learned in all the Wiſdom 4, vii. 
of tbe Egyptians. 5 | 
A coMPETENT Acquaintance with Hiſ- 
tory, Chronology, and the Antiquities of the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Churches, are indiſpen- 
ſible Qualifications in a Miniſter of God, 
without which it is impoſſible he ſhould open 
the Scriptures, and rightly divide the Word of 
Truth. 
Ox evidently ſees a Proof of what we 
have been ſaying, in the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, wherein the Divine Author of it, from 
an exact and critical Knowledge of Fetiſh 
Antiquities, was able, in a vaſt Variety of 
Circumſtances ariſing from the Services and 
Sacrifices under the Law, mightily to convince 
that People, ſpewing by the Scriptures, that , i 
Feſus was Chriſt. 0 
As Mr. Whitefield's Notions are thus fa- 
vourable and Jax with regard to the Qualifi- 
_ cations of Learning requiſite in the Clergy ; ſo 
I cannot but think him proportionably rigo- 
bo” G 2 rous, 
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rous in his Sentiments on other Points relat- 
ing to Practice. 

Is the 14th Page of this Journal he ſpeaks 
of Horſe-races, Balls, and Aſſemblies, with 
other Diverſions of a like Nature, as Mat- 
ters which he deems to be abſolutely finful ; 
and in Pages 30, 31, 36, ſays, that Horſe- 
races, Wreſtling, and the like Entertainments, 
are lying Vanities, helliſh Meetings, and the 
Devil's firongeſt Holds. 

Bur it ſhould ſeem that an Appeal to the 
Voice of Nature and right Reaſon, may be 
ſufficient to decide in the Point before us, 
that Relaxation, Amuſement, or Diverſion of 
one kind or other, 1s abſolutely neceſſary to 
the Human Mind, as it is indiſpenſibly requi- 
ſite to the Health of the Body. Piety will 
direct us to ſuch ſort of Diverſions as are 
innocent and ſafe; and God has left every 
Man to judge for himſelf, what are the 
Amuſements which he may ſafely enjoy. 

THE Holy Spirit has no where in Scrip- 
ture deſcended ſo lot, it one may fo expreſs 
It, as to forbid Men his or that Sort of En- 
tertainment; nor been pleaſed to be ſo parti- 
cular as theſe modern Caſuiſts, in marking out 
preciſely what Exerciſe, Amuſement or Di- 
verſion is criminal, and 'will drown Men in 
Deſtruction and Perdition. It is only Mr. 
MWpilteſield and his Brotherhood, who denounce 
Damnation to Men on their appearing at a 
Horſe-race, a Bail, or an Aſſembly; whither 
Perſons, who live in a habit of Virtue, and 
keep their Paſſions under due Subjection, may 
no doubt as ſafely go, as to any other ne” 

| Q 
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of public Reſort. And even theſe Gentlemen 
may poſſibly be conſcious to themſelves, that 
their unreſtrained Reſort to their H/omen- 
Societies may ſubje& them to the ſame ſort of 
Hazards and Trials, that are ſuppoſed to beſet 
People at Balls and Aſſemblies. 


I HERE is a Set of Writers riſen of late, 


who would fain perſuade themſelves and 
others, that ſomething farther than Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs is required in the Cha- 
racter of a good Chriſtian; and that always 
to exerciſe one's ſelf in having a Conſcience void 
of Offence toward God and toward Man, 1s 
only a firſt Principle and Element of Reli- 
gion, and by no means the Perfection and 
Conſummation of it, 

Bor while theſe Men are thus ſtraining the 
 Goſpel-Precepts to a higher Pitch than Jeſus 
Chriſt has been pleaſed to ſet them, let them 
calmly conſider that there is a Woe in Scrip- 
ture denounced againſt thoſe wwho bind heavy 
Burdens, and lay them upon Men's Shoulders: 
And an equal Threat to hem who add to the 
Commands of God, as to thoſe who preſume 
to diminiſh from them. „„ 
Wx agree with theſe Gentlemen, that be 
who liveth in Pleaſure, is dead while be liveth : 


But we preſume not with hem to ſay to hi 


Perſon, That Amuſement which you allow 
yourſelf, is unlawful: To another, That Di- 


verſion which you are taking, is ſinful: And 


to a third, A Ball or an Aſſembly is damna- 
ble. —— We lay not theſe Things to Men, 
becauſe we cannot confirm them from the 
Authority of Scripture, nor declare them 

= ” criminal 
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criminal by any Sanction of God's Word: 
Ever remembering that Deciſion of the Apo- 
ſtle, that where there is no Law, there is no 
Tranſgreſſion. x 
The Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, 
but Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, To be a true Chriſtian is to be 
ſtrictly juſt, peaceful and placable, and to 
live in ſuch daily Converſe and Communion 
with God, as to render our Souls a fit Habi- 
tation for his Holy Spirit, not preſuming to 
interdict Men the innocent Pleaſure of enter- 
taining themſelves with the Harmony of 
Muſic, or of meeting together in well-regu- 
lated Aſſemblies of Friends and Neighbours, 
where every thing is conducted decently, and 

in Order. | | 
JoszPavs, mentioning ſomewhere the three 
great yearly Feſtivals of the Few Religion, 
when all the Males were bound to appear at 
Feruſalem, informs us * that God deſigned, 
< by theſe frequent Aſſemblies of the People, 
<< to prevent or wear off ſuch Prejudices, as 
cc Perſons, who ſeldom meet together, are 
<c apt to entertain one againſt another: To 

« form a general Friendſhip among them; 
% and by the Ties of private and perſonal 
4 Affection, to lay the Foundation of a Na- 
< tional Union throughout all the Tribes.” 
I is in ſuch a Light as this that wiſe and 
good People view public Meetings of every 
kind, as tending, 1n their Nature and Deſign, 
to poliſh and improve the Manners and 
Minds of Men, to abate the Heat and Hatred 
of Parties, and to promote the great End of 
ns Churiſtianity, 
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Chriſtianity, which is Charity and Love, by 
thoſe mutual Tokens of Reſpect and A ffec- 
tion, which uſually paſs among People at 
ſuch agreeable Aſſemblies. 

T have written to them the great Things of 


47 


my Law, ſays God by the Prophet. Things H/ viii; 


not written therefore ought not ro be eſteemed 
great, or haſtily to be pronounced damnable. 
What the Scripture calls Meats and Drinks, 
with the unforbidden Amuſements and Plea- 
ſures of Life, are of the Nature of thoſe Things 
mentioned by the Apoltle, which neither if we 
refuſe them, are we the better; neither if we 
uſe them, are we the worſe. 1 

A LarTE extravagant Journaliſt * tells us, 
that the Dancing-School and Concert-Room at 
Philadelphia are ſhut up by Mr. Whitefield's 
Procurement, as inconſiſtent with the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel ; which are deviliſh Diverſions, 
as hateful in the Sight of God, and as eſfectu- 
ally ſupporting the Kingdom of Satan, as any 
of the Heathen Idolatries. | 

Tuis monſtrous Paragraph, with Multi- 
tudes of other moſt ſcurrilous and unchriſtian 


Reflections, was ſubmilted to the Fudgment, 


as the Writer aſſures us, of three Gentlemen of 
ſuperior Parts and Learning: And yet, ra 
and extravagant as it is, it is left to ſubſiſt on 
his ſingle Authority, being utterly unſup- 
ported by any one Text from the Word of 
God, | 
Mus1 c and Dancing, deviliſb and helliſb, 
as theſe ignorant Perſons are pleaſed to call 
them, 


——_ 
nd * 


* Mr. Seavard, in his Journal, Page 17. 
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them, are of ſo different a Nature in God's 
Eſtimation, that they were taken in to be 


Parts of his public Worſhip, as appears from 


a Variety of Paſlages in Scripture, 

From the Fews they. ſeem to have been 
borrowed by the Heathens, who in their 
pureſt Ages, and under their beſt regulated 
Terms of Government, made them one great 
Branch of their religious Service. Polybius, 
Plutarch, and Quindtilian, ſpeak of the Muſic 
of their reſpective Countries, as a moſt ſacred 
Thing ; the firſt of theſe Writers telling the 
Cynathians , That the public Calamities 
«« under which they then laboured, aroſe 
from the Diſuſe of the ancient Muſic inſti- 
© tuted by their Forefathers, and exhorting 
« them to reſtore it to its former Dignity: “ 
And Plutarch informing us, „That for the 


6 firſt hundred and ſixty Years from the 


& Foundation of Rome, there was no Image 


of any Deity introduced intq, their Wor- 
* ſhip;. but that Muſic and Dancing were 


& the chief of thoſe Ceremonies that were 
« then made uſe of in Divine Offices.” 

Ir we enquire how this Matter ſtands in 
Revelation, we ſhall find God promiſing to 
the People of rael, as one of the Bleſſings 


Ferem. attending their Reſtoration, that he Virgin 
xxxi. 13. ſhould then rejoyce in the Dance, both young 

| Men and old together : As he elſewhere aſ- 
"41 2395 ſures them on the like Occaſion, that they 


ſhould again go forth in the Dances of them 


that make merry. 


— — — 


— 


+ See Pohbius, Book iv. towards the Beginning. | 
Oux 
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| Ons may ſee, from Chriſt's Parable of the 


Prodigal, what were the Characters and Man- 


ners of the Age when he came down among 
Men. The Text there tells us, that when the 
elder Son drew nigh to his Father's Houſe, 
he heard Muſic and Dancing *. Theſe then are 
repreſented by the Son of God to have been 
the Diverſions of thoſe Ages: And yet we 
no where find our Lord exclaiming againſt 
them as Helliſb and damnable, or as effeftually 

ſupporting the Kingdom of Satan, as any of ihe 
Heathen Idolatries F. 


 _Waen the Pſalmiſt prays, P/alm cxliv. 12. 
that our Sons may grow up as the young Plants, 


and that our Daughters may be as the poliſbed 
Corners of the Temple; he alludes no Que- 
ſtion to that Politeneſs and Elegance of Bena- 
viour, which Dancing chiefly contributes to pro- 
duce, and which, inſtead of being inconſiſtent 
with Virtue and Piety, render them rather 
more lovely and amiable. And therefore 
theſe Gentlemen, who thus pronounce Damna- 
tion on Muſic and Dancing, ought to give us 
a new Comment on theſe Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture to which we have referred, and in parti- 
cular on that Text where Solomon tells us, 


that there is a Time to mourn, and a Time 10 Ec. 


dance. 


I am ſorry to find myſelf forced to be thus 


tedious, in a Matter which many perhaps will 
H think 


— 


Dt. tos had — — 


»® Luke xv. 25. See Eecleſ. iii. 4, and 1 Sam. xxi. 
11. Qæinctil. Book i. cap. 10. The Paſſages in Poly- 
bius and Quinctilian are well worthy the Peruſal. 

+ Seward's Journal, Page 17. 5 


— 
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think unworthy any ſerious Notice ; but as 


| ſeveral late Writers have repreſented theſe 


Points in a different Light, ſome of them 
affirming them to be abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with Chriſtian Perfection, others pronouncing 
them to be deviliſb and damnable, and thereby 
perplexing and enſnaring the Conſciences of 
pious People, I thought they might deſerve 
our particular Conſideration. 
Diverſion and Amuſement, like Eating and 
Drinking, are hurtful only in the Exceſs, but 
innocent in their Nature. It is the Abuſe, 
and not the U/e of them, that is criminal in 


God's Sight: And I know not that we offend 


— 


againſt any Precept of the Goſpel, while we 
make not Recreation, as too many do, the 
Bujineſs of our Life, but only a Refreſhment 
under rhe Labours of it. 

In the mean time, ſhould Men find their 
Diverſions of any kind to be attended with any 
ſtrong and dangerous Temptations, let them 


forbear : — Should any one even think them 


all ſinſul, — we condemn him not, ſo long as 
he judge not for other Perſons, but for him- 
ſelf only, ever remembering that Deciſion of 


Matt. xix.our bleſſed Maſter, All Men cannot receive 


$343. 
See Rom. 


ni. 14, 3. 


this Saying, ſave they to whom it is given 
But he that is able to receive it, let him receive 

AFTER what has been ſaid upon many 
Paſſages in this Journal of Mr, J/hitefield's, 
which ſeemed to demand a ſerious Reprehen- 


| fion, Jet me only juſt remark, that there are 
| ſeveral others ſcattered here and there thro? 


that Performance, which the moſt ſerious 


Man 
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Man in the World, will hardly perhaps be 
able to read without a Smile. 5 
He informs us, on his preaching in Pain- 
ſwick-Street, that all the People rejoiced to 
ſee him alive again, as if he had lately riſen 


from the Dead: And he very devoutly bleſſes 


God, Page 9, that this itinerant Preaching 
brings him acquainted with Numbers, — which 
otherwiſe he might never have ſeen or heard of 
in this Life, as if it was ſomething uncom- 
mon and marvellous, that a vagrant Clergy- 
man, who 1s ever removing from Place to 
Place, ſhould ſee more new Faces, and con- 
tract a larger Acquaintance, than oze who 
confines himſelf to the Bounds of a Pariſh. 
When he met the People going to the Revell 
at Baſingſtoke, he had no Reſt in bis Spirit; 
but asking Council of God, and perceiving an 
unuſual Power enter into his Soul, be told his 
dear Fellow-Travellers, that he was reſolved to 
follow the Example — Of whom think ye? 
—— Not of Jeſus Chriſt, or any of his Apo- 
ſtles, —— but of Howe! Harris in Wales. 

I wisH it be not thought rather a Bur- 
2 imitating Scripture, when he thus 
begins his Letter to the Mayor of Ba/ing/toke, 
—— Does Mr. Mayor do well to be angry? —- 
MWaited this Morning upon Mr. ] s, fays 
he, at the 14th Page, and asked him in 
Meekneſs. So when the Boys repeated their 
Huzza's at Baſingſtoke, his Soul, he perceived, 
was in a ſweet Frame. And when, on his 
mounting the Stage, the boiſterous Combatant 
ſtruck him with his Cudgel, he received it, he 
tells us, with the utmoſt Love. | 

T3. 2 THERE 


5 


Page 304 


AA, xix. 
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TER is ſomething ſo forced, ſo feed, 
and inſipid, in theſe ſeveral Expreſſions, as 
muſt raiſe at once both the Pity and Con- 
tempt of all who read them. And certainly 
there 1s not a Paſſage in Cervantes himſelf, 
more extravagantly ridiculous, than the whole 


Relation, which this Gentleman gives in great 


Seriouſneſs, of his Adventure with. the Cudgel- 
lers on the Stage at Baft ingſtotke.— But I 
forbear. 

As Mr. Whitefield is pleaſed to treat all 
Perſons, except thoſe only of his own Party, 
as if they were in the Condition of thoſe _ 
Diſciples at Epheſus, who had not ſo much 4 
beard whether there was any Holy Gboſt; 
ſhall take Leave to give him to know, 5 
we, who are Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, do fully maintain, as well as he or the 
higheſt Pretenders to it, the abſolute Neceſſity 
of Regeneration and the New Birth. He has 
been taught by one, at whoſe Feet it might 
well become him to learn, that our bleſſed 
Liturgy directs us to pray for the Guidance 
and Sanction of God's Holy Spirit, in a Mul- 
titude of Petitions throughout all its Offices: 
And I truſt there is no ſerious Perſon among 
us, who does not perpetually call to Mind 


_ that Catalogue of the Gifts and Graces of it 


mentioned by St. Paul, (Gal. v. 22, 23.) 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſ;, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meerneſs, Temperance, 
Way then ſhould this Man thus judge his 
Brethren ® Or why does he thus ſet at nought 
his Brethren? 
Our Rule of judging whether we —_ 
we 
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the Spirit of Chriſt, whatever bis be, is by 
examining often whether we have a perfect 
Charity and Love for all Mankind, and feel 
within ourſelves an unaffected Humility and 
Lowlineſs of Mind, each efteeming other bet- 
ter than himſelf. If we be content to ſacrifice 
our Humours, our Opinions, and even our 
Intereſts to other Men's, without angrily diſ- 
Puting and contending for them : If we be of 
a quiet, a meek, and patient Spirit, doing 
Good without boaſting, and receiving Evil 
without complaining : If, in all our Tranſac- 
tions with God and Man, we labour to pre- 
ſerve a perfect Uprightneſs of Heart, and Sin- 
cerity of Intention; and if, whenever we fail 
in any of theſe Points, we confeſs, and re- 
pent us of our Faults before our Heavenly 
Father : If we be as ready to ſhow Mercy 
to an offending Brother, as we are to expect 
and deſire it from God and Man, taking good 
heed, at all times, of being implacable and 
anmerciful : Tt, in an humble Imitation of our 
Lord and Maſter, we patiently bear with the 
Errors, the Infirmities, and Perverſeneſſes of 
our Fellow-Chriſtians; and if we labour in 
that Station wherein God has placed us, to 
turn many to Righteonſneſs, and to promote 
the Intereſts of Religion and Virtue among 
our Fellow-Chriſtians: And if, with all theſe 
Things, we keep up a conſtant Communion 
with the Supream Being, in Reading, Medi- 
tation, and perpetual Prayer; then may we 
be certain, beyond all doubt, that we have 
indeed received the Holy Ghoſt, that God's 
Spirit is ſurely with as of a Truth, and that 
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we are ſealed by bim to the Day of Redemp- 
tion. 858 ; bs 
Anp now I ſhall cloſe theſe Remarks on 
Mr. Whitefield's Journal, by declaring that 
what I have written gia trom no Want 
on, nor, I truſt, from 
any Degree of III-will to One whom I have 
never ſeen : I found myſelf rather even preju- 
diced in his Favour, at his firſt Appearance 
in the World, believing him to have a Zeal 
5 God, tho* not according to Knowledge, His 
iligence in his Miniſtry was truly commen- 
dable, and ſuch as every Paſtor of Chriſt's 
Flock 1s obliged to imitate, as he will anſwer 
it to the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our 
Souls. But on reading his Journals, it was 
impoſſible for me not to be convinced that he 
was actuated by a high Degree of Enthuſiaſm, 
which has prompted and hurried him on to 
ſay many things inconſiderate, uncharitable, 
and, I fear, even blaſphemous. That Mr. 
Whitefield himſelf, and the other Leaders in 
his Party, will ſtop, and re- conſider what they 
have been doing, is much to be feared : But 
others, it may be hoped, of a ſedater Tem- 
per, and calmer Spirits, will give theſe im- 
portant Points their due Examination, as being 
Matters which greatly concern their Souls, 
SEOULD any one haply, from the Remarks 
here made, begin to view ſome of the Arti- 


cles of the Journal, in a Light wherein he 


had not conſidered them before; ſhould he 
come to apprehend, from reading theſe Pa- 
pers, that there are ſome Things ignorantly, 
and many Things raſhly and uncharitably 

written 
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written by this Gentleman, in the Heat of 
Youth, and Hurry of Imagination; let ſuch a 
one be farther aſſured, that I have aggravated 
no ſingle Circumſtance of the Journal: That 1 
have not knowingly miſrepreſented, nor even 
ſtrained his Words in any one Paſſage of his 
Writings; but that every thing charged upon 
Mr. Whitefield in theſe Remarks, will undent- 
ably appear againſt him in his Fournal. 
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